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AFFORDABLE CARE ACT
& VISION CARE
Vision care is considered
an essential health benefit
for children ages 18 and
younger whose parents
or guardians get insurance
through individual or
small-group plans through
the exchanges or directly
from a health insurer.
Pediatric vision care, as part
of the essential-benefits
requirement, will typically
include one routine eye
examination per year; one
pair of standard eyeglass
lenses or contact lenses
per year; and one frame
every year.

The doctors and staff thank you for your comments and reviews!

Thanks to You, We’ve Reached a Milestone
– 500 Five-Star Reviews!

W

hen asked about your patient experience after visiting our office, more than 500 of
you (9 out of 10 patients) rated our care and service to be five stars – the highest
rating possible! Thank you! Your comments and reviews have served as great reminders
of your trust in our doctors and staff to provide you with the highest standard of eye care
available. We also thank those who offered suggestions for improvement. We appreciate
your candid feedback, and for allowing us the opportunity to earn your five-star rating
in the future. If you would like to read our reviews, please visit eyecaremichiana.com,
scroll to the bottom of our home page, then click “Read our reviews.”

A Great School Year Begins with Clear Vision

G

ive your student a great start to the school year by ensuring they return to the
classroom with the best vision possible. The only way to know for sure is by
scheduling a professional eye examination. Symptoms of undetected vision problems
can include headaches, reading difficulty, and lower grades than your child’s potential.
Approximately 80% of what your child learns in school is presented visually. Request
your appointment today by calling our office, or visiting eyecaremichiana.com.

Save the date! Passion for Eyewear Fashion
Trunk Show & Style Event – Thursday, Nov. 6th; 1 pm - 7 pm

Dr. Linnea Robbins-Winters became Board Certified in
Medical Optometry. She earned this distinction based on
her completion of an ocular disease, geriatric-based residency
through the VA hospital residency programs, and upon
clinical examination. The process leading to certification
is equivalent to that required in medicine and dentistry
to become certified in a specialty. Her participation in
conferences this year focused on the topics of glaucoma,
new medications, dry eye, diabetic retinopathy, and specialty
contact lenses. After enjoying the summer with her husband
Joe and school-age daughters, she will resume coordinating
the area’s school vision screenings.

Dr. John Offerle became Board Certified by the American
Board of Optometry, becoming one of the first optometrists
in Indiana to earn this distinction. He attended the Indiana
Optometric Association’s annual convention and received
clinical updates in ocular therapeutics, optic nerve disorders,
neuroimaging, cataract surgery, glaucoma, and specialty
contact lenses. In February, Dr. Offerle and his wife Laurie
traveled to Honduras for their yearly vision mission trip,
and have already planned mission trips to Honduras and
Kenya for 2015. This summer they are enjoying weekend
outings to their family lake cottage with their children and
one-year-old granddaughter Isabela.

Dr. Tom Morton became one of the first optometrists in
Indiana to receive his board certification from the American
Board of Optometry. Certification is a voluntary, rigorous
examination process used to demonstrate ongoing clinical
competence independent of established licensing. In
May, Dr. Morton presented a continuing education talk
on “Visual Consequences of Acquired Brain Injury and
Neurooptometric Rehabilitation” to the team of occupational,
physical, and speech therapists at Memorial Hospital
Outpatient Rehabilitation. He recently attended a discussion
on “Current Concepts in Treatment of Retinal Disease” given
by a retinal surgeon. The Mortons are spending much of the
summer in gymnasiums around the Midwest enjoying their
youngest child Casey’s last year of travel basketball before
visiting colleges in the fall.

PRACTICE NEWS

Dr. Kristina Offerle visited the residents of Hubbard Hill
Estates (an independent living facility) to discuss macular
degeneration, glaucoma, and cataracts, and to provide
minor adjustments and repairs to their eyeglasses. This fall
she will be attending the Indiana Optometric Association’s
annual conference at Indiana University in Bloomington
where she will receive clinical updates in eye disease
diagnosis and treatment, and specialty contact lenses.
She and her husband Chris, a school teacher, are enjoying
summer outings at the Offerle family lake house.
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Eye Care Associates of Michiana
became an early adopter of the
Diopsys® NOVA - VEP/ERG Vision
Testing System, a breakthrough
technology that evaluates how
your eyes communicate with
your brain. VEP/ERG tests
are used to aid in the diagnosis
and management of amblyopia,
traumatic brain injury, stroke,
multiple sclerosis, glaucoma,
macular degneration, diabetic eye
disease, and to monitor the effects
of medications that can interfere
with ocular health.
When light from an image enters your eye, it is converted into
electricity at the retina and travels through the optic nerve and
other pathways to the part of your brain that processes vision.
This testing allows your doctor to assess the strength of the
signal reaching your visual cortex and how fast it travels there
to determine the degree of visual impairment. VEP/ERG tests
are non-invasive and painless, and only administered when
deemed necessary by your eye doctor.
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Be Rewarded!
Introducing the Eye Care Associates of Michiana/New
Carlisle Rewards Program with two money saving
opportunities.
Refer a new patient or a new household
to our practice and we will automatically
send you a $40.00 Reward Card!

Summer Sun Safety

Contact Lenses with UV Protection †
Unprotected exposure to the sun can be a threat to
your eye health. Premature cataract development,
abnormal corneal tissue growth, worsening of dry
eye symptoms, and more commonly photokeratitis
– a painful sunburn of the eye – are several
reasons why contact lenses with UV protection† is
a good idea.
Not all contact lens brands offer UV protection†.
ACUVUE® Brand Contact Lenses includes UV
protection† with all of its contact lens products. For
example, 1-DAY ACUVUE® Brand Contact Lenses
offers the highest UV-A and UV-B protection†
available in a contact lens, Class I Protection.

Reward Card may be applied toward any eyewear
or sunwear purchase. Multiple rewards may be
combined – so the more you refer the more you save!
Make sure the new patient you referred lets us know
you sent them here.

Although a UV-protected contact lens won’t
replace the need for sunglasses, it’s a great add-on
protection for your short and long-term eye health.

Reward card expires 90 days from date of issue. Only applicable toward uninsured
optical purchases. One reward card per new patient, or one per new household.

Buy an annual supply of contact lenses
from our office and receive a $30.00
Reward Card toward your purchase of
non-prescription sunglasses!

Send your college student back to school with an
annual supply of contact lenses and fabulous shades,
or save on a pair of designer sunglasses you may have
been admiring at our office. And remember ... annual
supply purchases of contact lenses often qualify for
money saving rebates too!
Reward Card expires 60 days from date of annual supply purchase. Can not be
combined with vision insurance.
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Look Inside...
• We’ve Reached a Milestone ... Thank You!
• Be Rewarded for Your Referrals
• Contact Lenses with UV Protection†
• Your Doctors’ Calendars
Scan the QR code to visit
our facebook page. Follow
us and be the first to know
about special offers, events,
and practice news.

Specialized Eye Care Services
for Patients with Low Vision
Making the most of your remaining vision with
expertise, vision aids, and compassionate care.
Low vision is impaired vision that can not be fully restored by conventional
glasses, contact lenses, medical treatment, or surgery. Low vision is not total
blindness. People with low vision have potentially useful vision.
Over 4 million Americans have low vision. Sixty-eight percent of these people are
over the age of 65. Six percent of people age 65 to 74 have low vision, 12 percent of
those age 75 to 84, and 21 percent of those over age 85.
Most people with low vision can become more visually independent if they make a
commitment to learn how to use low vision aids and devices, as well as learn new
methods to perform everyday tasks.

The Low Vision Program of Eye Care Associates of Michiana has been
designed to enhance your independence, dignity, and quality of life.

Low Vision
Optometric Specialist
Dr. Kristina Offerle.
To schedule a
low vision exam and
consultation,
please call
(574) 287-0890,
or to request your
appointment online
please visit
eyecaremichiana.com

